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'Suitirf s death had been the cause of anguish to his friends.'l

Such is the obituary chronogram written for this greatest
of Turkish chronogrammatists by the poet *Izzet Molla.

Ebu-z-Ziya Tevfiq Bey, in an excellent little monograph
on 'Sururi the Chronogrammatist9, says that he has heard from
some persons who remembered the poet that he was a
man of tall stature and stout build, whose appearance struck
those who saw him for the first time as being little in
keeping with the wit and culture for which he was renowned.
He was, moreover, according to the same reporters, quiet
and silent when in society, rarely speaking unless spoken
to, but always expressing himself when he did speak in
correct and well chosen language.

Sururf was not a poet as Nedfm and Ghalib were poets,
he was hardly even a poet as his friend Vehbf was a poet;
he was a chronogrammatist, but as Turkish chronograms
are practically always in verse, he was of necessity a
versifier. With him the composition of chronograms was a
passion almost amounting to a mania. He must have written
many hundreds, possibly thousands, of these. He has a large
Dfwan, as bulky as that of Vehbf, filled almost entirely with
chronogrammatic poems of all lengths from qasida-like pro-
ductions of forty or fifty couplets down to single distichs, the
real ghazels being all huddled away into a little corner near
the end. Every kind of event, important or unimportant,
public or private, was seized upon by this insatiable versifier
as material for one or more of his beloved chronograms.
Not content, like any other chronogrammatist, with the
occurrences of his own day, he went back into the past
and wrote chronograms for all the Sultans from old cOsman
downwards. Displeased with the work of contemporary poets,